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DISCOVER 


After ſome ſearch of the Siris of the . 


L FE. 
MINISTE R S, 


a of which ( #s wee conceive ) the 


Lords angry, and hath almoſt maile by} © 


nf inifters and Ordinances vile and contemptibl e 
Kee I. Szxcrion. 2 
Gy N.celation ro our calling to the Miniſterie, -& 
| 771 [aac tothe Miniſterie without: thes 
F?, Ve de 'Gods lending: TEEK- | 

N< Fs Cotvetiations and {eals of our miffion 
Z2 = in the. Conſciences'of the People , orin 
72, our own "tae grouth and fitting for | 
"the Maiſtery. | 


te 03797. 


I. 3 law (ko 


IE St. Sefton 

LT. In relarionto Prexchiag. 1. Going out with ele pre- 
parztion, truſting ro gitts and parts, and growing lzic in pre- 
paring to ſpeak ro edification, 2. Where pains israken for pre. 
pirationAruſtingto it, whereby GolLit prowokedto laſt g60 
matter welt ordered and worded. 7M 
IT. Neglect of Prayer. 1. In ſtudy and preparation , cha 1 
mater we bring forth, is not ſeriouſly recommended ro.God, | 
to-be quickned co his People. 2. In our Priyers- toeahſknce, ; 
being more ſer upon aſſiſtancero the MeſT:nger,nor tro theMeſ- | 
lage which we carry, not careing wha: become ot the Werd,if . 
we be with ſome mea({ure ofaſliftince and liberty carried-on J 


—_—— —— —_ — - << rw 


in the 2a: T4 of P dP, ayer for the freit ind bleſrig of 
the Word ich we hy. preaghed-, thatir may receive tne 


| early and lateer rain. cglect of Applicutions to God for the . 
L414 khowleuge « ot his mind; in > han racers. 


1.V. Not meaning and zimingevery word we ſpeak eo > ed- 


fication ,. bur b1inging forth many things in the Name of the 
Lord,which : arS nor aimed at profit. | 


V. Speaking raſhly and by gueſle i inthe Name ofthe Lord, 
things that ace plauſible; and in many things not bringing from 
the Lord,th it which we 'peak; a fin pointed at by.the, Lordyin - 
his diiapp.jnimg that which ſo mary : dpaite coafidently ot the 
| ſucceſſ: of our Army, againſt thoſe that have invaded us. © 
| VI. Too muchfrequent and unneceſlary ſpeaking of pub- 
lick rranſaCicns in Sermons, negleRiing to ſet forththe excel- 
| kncie.of Chiiſtathe- new Covenant, 8c. wi, 5: 10 


V 1F.- Preaching sg2inft piMfic ck fins; eithetin lacki#way, 
nor for {uchiarend/as weoug ir, torrhe gaining of ſouls, and | 
_ drawing Men out oftheir ſin; bur rather becauſe it is of our cons } 

| cerniment, to ſay ſomerhing, and havea by-blow or wipeat 
them;reprovinggthoevilsof therinsc'ro pleaſe men. Z 


 _V III. Went of bowels in preaching toward rhem who | 
- | arcin hazardroperiſh. 

Y IX, Weppeach not ns before God, butesto men, as doth 
2 ; prar,b ;rhe fee painsof our preparation,zo {peak co our 
inaty Hearers; arid £0 others: to whom we would approve 


I: hw (elves. 
iy 3 © Too. _ eying our own credit and ap leuſe, and be- 
, | ingtickled withit when we ger-it, or unſatis ed when. it-is'. 


p. | wanting. 


B X 1. Negle& of endeavours ro > have our hearts afecged - 
J withthepower, citherin preparation , or delivering of the 
IT Word which we preach at ordinary and cxrraar nary occaſi- : 
W.92s : bur tor. maſt pare preach 5.05 if we our ſolves were nop,_,__—- 
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ae (4 Ky 
concerned in the Meſſage which we carry tathe People, 


> 
' Inrelation to'the Judicarories of the Church,and their Con- 
Ricutions. 1. Idolizing the Authoritie of Aſſemblies, ſothat 
no diff:rence trom their concluſtons have been accompted tol.. 
Icrable, becauſe of which, God hath ſpotted our Aﬀemblies. - 
I. Not making Conſcience of keeping and waiting the 
meetings of Chu:ch- Judicatories , bur wearying of the ex- 
pence and aitendance,..becaule of which , divers things therein 
created of, have been milcarried. 
TIT. Haftie concluding of Ads , and preſſing obedience 
thereunto , without convincing grounds,held forth from the 
Scriptares,tor ſatisfying the Conlciences ot the Lords People, 
IV. Negle& of making application to God, for the knowledg | 
Of ais mind,in debarablethings;hetfore they pas into concluſions | 
V. Wearyingto hear men tully., who preſerit doubts , and 


toweigh all che arguments that can be preſented for the ne- 


gative,before the affirmative be taken into conſideration. 
-. VI. Impatience to wait tor clear and deliberate bringing of. 
matters toe concluſion, with paſsionate haſting tacatry things | 
by a plurality. . rely 44 a 
V IL. Binding the Peopteof G 0D, with ſtrait and binding. 
Aas,in things unneceſſary. 
_ VIIE. Blinde following of leading men in Judicatories, 
withour perſwation of the matter , 'and oftentimes with x hint 
and doubting of Conſcience {moothered, = Ss ON 
I X. Waat of Faithtulneis and cenderneſs, both in bringing 
1n,8& holding in perſons, in the miniſtery,not crying the reality 
ofthe Work of God, intheſethatenter into the Miniſtery. 
IV. Sucrion. DO bf 
In relation,to the exercife of Diſcipline , and drawing forth. 
the Cenſures of the Church. 1. Partiallicy in the adminiſtra- 
to of Cenſures, with reſpeR of perſons', not uſing the like | 
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[1. Notmiking ule of the Ordinances of Difciplins , for 


the gaining of Souls, bur turning it in a inter civil puniſh nent, 


and in the adminiſtration thereof, becoming either luke watm,, 


- or withour a ſpirit of meckneſle, 


_ TI. Mocking of repentance, by teiching formality therein 
ro offenders, hardening them in their fins , by accepting-bare 
evidences of repentance, and looſning when 


, 


torms'wnhou 


= - 


we were pertwaded, that. Chriſt did nor looſe, turningthe 
profe:sion of repentance into a'State Engine, to ſtep to'em- 
ployment and preferment, EI [oe OG 


1'V. Want of cenderncs inteſtitying of the conyerſation and 


repentance of Miniſters and people, giving teſtimonials ro 
oratific men , or to ſhitt our felves and Congregations of infe- 
Rious perſons. = 


| V. Want of exact careſulneſſe and faithfulneſs in debarcing 
from the Lords Table ,the ignorant and ſcandalous. . 

V I. Unequll dealing with che poor end rich, in admicting 
tr0,ot ſuſpending and debarring from the Lords Table. 


V II. Want of Bowels ani Compaſsion to the parties on? | 
ixline is exercilcd, and imperious kinde of boaſting | 


wham Diſc 


V. Sx crION. 


In relation to our way of performing Miniſterial duties. | 
1. 'Laiſfines ui going abour duties, not improving our time and | 
c good we might amongſtthe people of | 


Talents, to doall ch 
CS :: | Es 
IT. Wantof deligh: in going abour the duties of ourcalling, 


doing them nor for Chrifts ſake and love to the flock, looking | 


on them as burthens. 


I 1'.:Sx:isfying our ſelves with publick reproving of publick | 


the Conſciences offfinners. | 
o_ A3. 
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IV. Agroftca:nal wey ot handling the careers ot Thrift, 
. V. Carying,on ſame O:dinagces, and negleRing others, 
equally warranted , and alwoſt being diligent im no duty bye. 
Preaching. $ ; - E E wo! Lt hee the | OO "PG 

VI. Nor ſtudying to be'2<quainted with the condition of 
the pcople, thav we way apply our ſelves tothe variety of 
- their cſtares. ds as OR PET En NA 


VIT. Turning all dutiesand Religion inta {orwardnels,n 


ties and the power and life of Godlineſſe,, © * 
V I TI. Negle& of pains to fit us more. for our. calling, af- 
ter we have acquired n habite of preaching , es if we_need not 
t6grow-tnfitneſs forail the duties of our calling. — 
© "_o.. Partiality in viſiting the lick, if they be pocr,. we £0 
once, ind when ſent for,it ricb;and of better rank , more tre- 
quently, and unſent for : And in ex2mination, y3{sing by great 
Wm _— ES EEE: | 
X. Performing the duties of Prenching and publick Prayer, 
us parts of trial, and hrot'ss worſhip donetos'G O D. 


FO. | VI. Sz:cT3x-9 N. 


| ; Jn. relation-to our. walk” and *coriverf&tion Perſonal 


| faults. 1. Euthly mindednefle , careing immoderarly'fot'the 
| things of this life , an&tollowing roo eagerly the dettering of 


| ſtipeods. 2 Want of hoſpitality-and charity, tothe members 


of Chriſt. 3. Want of ſobjiety, in all things ſurable;ro the 
Times... . 4- Slighting of the. heating ofthe Lords word; hears. 
ins tte word from others, onely.to cenſure and try their Sifts; 
| and notas Chriſtians, that ſhould heare-and: make uſe of it. 

6. Envying the gifts and graces of God in ethers, ors dilcou: 


| r2gement- in our Duties , becauſe of oar ſhort upcomming to. 


;| orhers, in whom Gifts: and Gracgs ſhine,; undervaſuing an: 
\. [fighting theſincerity'of Grace in others, becauſe they be in- 


: P . # . . 
= F-: ſRtouping 
OO NCR | . - 

Me ee En ——— —— 


——_— — 


feriour to our ſelves in Gifts. 7. Pride ſhewing it ſclfe in noc 


| 


ſtouping , and: condeloendin to the Infirm ; but diſdgining 
Chriſts work in them , .becau'e of ſome Infirmities that we 
lomerning in vs that are contrary.to tenderneſſe, and give Ot- | 
tence. 9. Loſs of tendernefſe and diligence-a{ter we are Mini» 
ſters, unto which ſome had before attained, 10. Being very 
lirtle in /ecret Prayer, and converſe with God, andexcyſing * 
this within our ſelves; with being much taken up withother 
Duties. 11, Neglect of zccurat ſtudying of the Scriptures. 
12+ Vaine [mitation of other men. 73- Negle& of frequent 
reflecting upon our owa Rate, and walk with God. 


gl VIE SECTION, IST 
Inourwalk in our Families, not being paterns ro the flock 
in10lineffe and diligence , but rather ill examples oi lighine's 
in our conyertation, and (lighting of duties. 1. By fuperficiahl 
performing of Worſhip by ſtaxts , and not feiting apart rune 
forthe deliverate going aboutit. 2. Reading of the Scriptures 
raſhly and inconſ1decrately , .and not as men that ſhould be ac- 
quainted with thea-inde af G O D inali his Word, 3. Neg» 
|c,of thertnſtruQtion and edification of our.Fsmilies ; {othar 
none {MOIEethen-Our own)are: Worie lookel too. 4: Latthe's; 
no time {et apart.in our Families ro mourn for the guiltinefls of R 
the Land , and the back(liding of the time. 5. Deep:hypo» 
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crifie in preſsing upon others , to do that in their Familic 


| p es, 
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"In our walk among the people of our charge. 1+ Unfruir- 
tulneſs, nor ſtuddying co converle wich the people of G O D- 
for their edification, 2, Carnal familiarity with wick.d and 
natursl people , out of che duties of our calling, whereby they _ 
are hardened in fin, by finding the Miniſter 1:ke theinlelves, 
 howeve he ipeakto them in Publick. 3. A fſtraizgenelle,ang 

. | lkeepin 
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-$ nocas Chriſtians, ſpeaking only of things 'pertaining ro'0utlilſ 
_ Ealling,and of nothing pertaining to-our Souls,and their con# 
difion.. 6. Turning all Chriſtiay duties into Miniſterial 
duties: We ſpeak of them as things tharare with outus;, and 
a$ifrhey did not concern our ſelves ;-In-a word , We are not 
good Miniſters , becauſe we are not pood Chriſtians : This it 

a mate 


the root of all the corruptiens of our calling. 
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